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ABSTRACT: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To prevent the soaring up of toner during a 
nondeveloping operation and further, the occurrence of staining on the backside 
of a paper sheet by controlling the value of a bias voltage applied to 
developing units, during the nondeveloping operation, in accordance with 
magnetic or nonmagnetic toner. 

SOLUTION: The image forming device is provided with the developing unit 4d 
using the magnetic toner and the developing units 4a-4c using the nonmagnetic 
toner and the bias voltages are applied to the developing units 4a-4d, so that 
the toner soars up toward a photoreceptor 101 . For preventing the soaring up 
of reverse toner, a DC bias of a DC bias voltage is applied onto a developing 
sleeve, during the nondeveloping operation as well, to make the potential 
difference between the surface of the photoreceptor 101 and the developing 
sleeve small. In such a case, an optimum DC bias value is different because of 
the difference between the developing characteristics of the magnetic and 
nonmagnetic toners so that the developing biases are set at different values in 
the magnetic and nonmagnetic toners. Thus, the soaring up of the toner during 
the nondeveloping operation, in all colors can be prevented and a multicolor 
image without staining on the backside of the paper sheet can be obtained. 
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